[Value of vaginal ultrasonography in noninvasive assessment of the endometrium of the postmenopausal uterus].
The endometrial carcinoma shows an increasing incidence and represents today the most frequent malignoma of the female pelvis. Until now all techniques of detection of this carcinoma or its precursors are invasive and thus are not suitable for screening investigations. Vaginosonography, as the first non-invasive diagnostic method, now supplies knowledge about the state of the endometrium. At the Gynaecological Department of the University of Homburg/Saar, West Germany, 221 patients had been preoperatively subjected to vaginosonography before they underwent surgery. Sonographical and histological findings corresponded in atrophic endometrium in 82%, in regular, perimenopausal endometrium in 91%, in endometrial polyps and hyperplasia of the endometrium in 56%, and in endometrial carcinoma in 79%. With regard to the detection of endometrial cancer, a specificity of 96%, a sensitivity of 93%, a positive predictive value of 79% and an accuracy of 96% were established. Thus, according to our experience, vaginosonography represents a valid, non-invasive diagnostical method as a suitable instrument for screening the endometrium.